
MINUTES OF THE
SELMA CITY COUNCIL

JUNE 23 2008
5 00 P M

Call to Order

Invocation Reverend Winston Williams
Rosedale Memorial CME Church

Moment of Silence

Pledge of Allegiance

The Selma City Council met in a regular session in the Council Chambers of City Hall on Monday June
23 2008 at 5 00 p m

ROLL CALL

The following members were present during roll call Council President George Evans and Council
members Cecil Williamson Reid Cain Jean Martin Geraldine Allen Johnnie M Leashore Bennie R
Crenshaw and Jannie M Venter Others present were City Clerk Lois Williams City Attorney JimmyNunn City Treasurer Cynthia Mitchell and the Mayor s Executive Assistant Darlene Rudolph President
Evans stated thatCouncilman Randolph will be arriving shortly and he arrived at 5 27 p m

APPROV AL OF AGENDA

President Evans asked for the approval of the agenda items with the addition of the petition for speed
bumpers A motion was made by Councilwoman Martin and seconded by Councilwoman Venter to
approve the addition of this item to the agenda The motion failed for lack of a majority show of
hands vote of the Council members present There were seven affirmative votes and one nay vote
Councilman Leashore cast a nay vote President Evans stated that it would take a unanimous approval
for an item to be added once the agenda is written and he then asked for the approval of the agenda items
as written A motion was made by Councilwoman Allen and seconded by Councilman Williamson to
approve the agenda items as written The motion was carried with a majority show ofhands vote of
the Council members present There were seven affirmative votes and one nay vote Councilman
Leashore cast a nay vote

APPROV AL OF MINUTES

After approval of the agenda President Evans also asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the June
9 2008 Regular meeting A motion wasmade by Councilwoman Martin and seconded by Councilwoman
Venter to approve the minutes of June 9 2008 with corrections The motion carried with a majority
show of hands vote of the Council members present There were seven affirmative votes and one

nay vote Councilman Leashore cast a nay vote

CITIZENS REQUESTS

Mr Ronald Peoples
Re Oeaning nuisance property at 2403 North Broad Street

Ms Sherrette Spicer
Re Items Tabled by Council

Mr Willie Rose

Re Basketball Tournament

MAYOR S REPORT

Mr Robert Crum
Re Move the City Forward

The following items were presented to the Council on behalf of Mayor James Perkins Jr who
was absent from this meeting by Executive Assistant Darlene Rudolph

A Resolution R20207108 Water Avenue Streetscape Project Mrs Rudolph asked Ms
Charlotte Griffeth to come forward to address the Council regarding the Water Avenue Streetscape
project Ms Griffeth addressed the Council stating as per said resolution which she read in its entirety
A motion was made by Councilwoman Martin and seconded by Councilman Randolph to approve the
said resolution in the amount of 1 991 00 from the Grant Matching line item 1 7000 7300 29 A roll call
vote was taken and the motion passed with a unanimous vote of the Council
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B Resolution R20307 OB Riverfront Architectual Services Ms Griffeth continued to
address the Council as per said resolution which she also read in its entirety A motion was made by
Councilwoman Martin and seconded by Councilwoman Venter to approve the said resolution in the
amount of 43500 00 from the Grant Matching line item 1 7000 7300 29 A roll call vote was taken and
the motion passed with a unanimous vote of the Council

C Resolution R20407 OB Amended Contract for Professional Lawn Care Services
Ms Griffeth continued to address the Council as per said resolution to amend the contract for

professional lawn care services which she also read in its entirety A motion was made by Councilman
Leashore and seconded by Councilwoman Martin to approve the said amendment in the amount of

505 00 Following discussion a roll call vote was taken and the motion passed with a unanimous vote
of the Council

D TRUSTBuild Report Mrs Rudolph stated that the Council has been given a folder
which includes reports from Community Outreach for the month ofJune and the yearly reports would be

forthcoming President Evans confirmed receipt later in the meeting

E Missing Money from the Police Department Mrs Rudolph stated that a report for this
item is also included in the folder distributed to the Council

F Result of E 911 Complaint Mrs Rudolph stated that a report for this item is included in
the folders distributed to the Council Chief Riley was acknowledged by President Evans and asked to
address the Council concerning this item Chief Riley addressed the Council stating that he has met with
Mr Tidwell to monitor this situation along with E 911 as far as when calls come in how people are

being treated and how the officers are being dispatched Chief Riley stated that when these situations
occur they report back and that E 911 does not fall under the Police Department any longer that it is
under the Sheriffs Department and they are trying to have a good partnership and they are not trying to
have a blame game with anyone when lots of times it may be a matter of misinformation Chief Riley
also stated that he can assure the Council and the citizens that when issues are called in concerning E 911
they are truly discussed and they are trying to make the system better for everyone and he must
admitted that the complaints have slowed Chief Riley further stated that he did inquire personally on
the complaint from Councilman Randolph and basically on that particular night there was a lot going
on could it have been handle a little better as far as letting you know that we will get to you the answer

to that would be yes it could have been handed a little better Chief Riley stated that he can assure the
Council that that has happened and in fact during a meeting with citizens it wasnoted that they are very
grateful that calls to 911 are addressed as we are busy but we will get to you as soon as we possibly
can He has spoke to supervisors at 911 and everyone has been receptive to this issue and it will get
better

G Advertising on City s Webpage Mrs Rudolph stated that Councilman Williamson has
requested a copy of the contract for this item and it can also be found in the folder distributed to the
Council

H Update on Bush Hog Inc Closing Streets and Prolerty Acquisition Mrs Rudolph
stated that the engineers are currently in the process of scheduling a meeting with all of the utility
companies that are involved due to the overpass

I Unpaid Garbage Fees Mrs Rudolph stated that also included in the folders given to the
Council is the current month collection for past due garbage fees

J Budget Amendments Mrs Rudolph stated that she would like to ask Ms Mitchell to
come forward to discuss the budget amendments brought to the Council from Councilman Cain
concerning the Police Department budget and the money used for cash Ms Mitchell stated that last
month when the Council was given the Budget to Actual through the month of May as far as the Police
Department concerning the cash expenditures as of that date they had not actually spent any money
Ms Mitchell stated that therefore there was no report however it is the plan to distribute this report
along with all of the other financial reports during the first Council meeting each month Ms Mitchell
further stated that at this time some monies have been spent some monies due to some items out for
bids but she wanted to make sure the Council is aware that there was no money spent as of the last
report and these funds can be track on the Budget to Actual report Ms Mitchell also stated that this
expense wascreated to keep the funds separate from the actual budget so that the Council could actually
see just how much they have to spend and how much is left Following discussion Ms Mitchell further
explained details and stated that if the accounts are combined the money cannot be tracked separately
and at the end of the year her plan is to combine it but through September she wanted to keep it
separate so thatit could be tracked separately and if the Council would honor the fact that another
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account has been created for the money to be tracked in account 6107 vs 6100 with a total of 700 000 00
and every month the Council would know how much money is being spent

K July 4th Holiday Councilman Leashore stated that if the Council recalls during the last
Council meeting there was a discussion concerning the upcoming holiday and asked Mrs Rudolph if
there is a recommendation from the executive office as to whether or not Thursday would be a paid
holiday for the City employees Mrs Rudolph stated that as you know an extra day would cause the
trash schedule to be one day behind but at this time there is not a recommendation A brief discussion
followed and later in the meeting a motion was made by Councilman Williamson to recommend

Thursday as part of the July 4th Holiday the motion failed for lack ofa second

CITY ATTORNEY S REPORT

Attorney Nunn stated to President Evans that if he recalls an executive session is requested to be
held immediately following this meeting to discuss a pending litigation

A Public Hearing Resolution R20607 08 Proposed Construction Demolition
Landfill Attorney Nunn stated that at 4 00 p m this evening several Council members attended a public
hearing on a proposed construction demolition landfill that is being proposed at the old ALL Lock

facility located at 4555 Water Avenue Attorney Nunn stated that the said resolution has been prepared
and Mrs Debra Love is present to give further details President Evans stated that Mrs Love the Mayor
and others did an outstanding job of presenting this issue and the language has been changed to indicate
what the intent is and he feels the Council can move forward at this time A motion was made by
Councilwoman Crenshaw and seconded by Councilwoman Venter to approve the said resolution for the

proposed construction demolition landfill A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed with a

unanimous vote of the Council Later in the meeting Councilwoman Venter stated to President Evans
that she would like to withdraw her motion for approval of the proposed construction demolition
landfill Councilwoman Venter stated that even though there were no protests against it she is still not

really happy about it going out there she never really have been and she spoke that in the beginning
she stated she would like to abstain her vote Following a brief discussion regarding changing a vote a

motion was made by Councilwoman Crenshaw and seconded by Councilman Randolph to allow the vote
of Councilwoman Venter to be reconsidered The motion carried with a unanimous show of hands
vote of the Council During discussion a motion was then made by Councilwoman Crenshaw and
seconded by Councilman Leashore to entertain another vote for approval of the proposed construction
demolition landfill A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed with a majority vote of the
Council however President Evans immediately changed his yes vote to an abstention causing the
vote to now fail for lack ofa majority vote of the Council There were four affirmative votes two nay
votes and three abstentions at this point Councilman Cain and Councilman Williamson both cast a

nay vote President Evans Councilwoman Allen and Councilwoman Venter each abstained from

voting Councilman Cain then changed his nay vote to an abstention the motion remains failed
with four affirmative votes one nay vote and four abstentions Following further discussion
Councilwoman Venter again changed her vote back to her original vote of yes and subsequently
President Evans Councilman Williamson and Councilman Cain also changed their votes back to their

original vote of yes The motion now declares as passed by a majority vote of the Council There are

now eight affirmative votes and one abstention Councilwoman Allen sustained her abstention

B Elected School Board ACT No 2008498 Attorney Nunn stated that the governor has

signed this legislation on May 29 2008 and it was passed by the Senate on May 8 2008 Attorney Nunn
stated that this is a big step to get the legislation to pass this issue and due to the fact that it is a

referendum the next step is to seek the Department of Justice pre clearance

C Land Acquisition Race Street Attorney Nunn stated that during the last meeting the
Council pledged to go out on Race Street and visit a piece of property which is around about an acre of
land that is located next to the City s cemetery on the corner of Bristol and Race Street Attorney Nunn
stated that this property is now owned by United Way they have gifted it to the City of Selma and the

City of Selma has accepted and it is his opinion after review the property that it would be a good piece
of property for the City to own as it relates to expanding the cemetery spaces in that area A motion was

made Councilwoman Venter and seconded Councilwoman Martin to approve the said land acquisition
A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed with a unanimous vote of the Council members

present Councilman Leashore and Councilwoman Venter were both absent from the Chambers when
the vote was taken however when they returned they each cast a yes vote

D Alabama Power Purchase and Sale Agreement Attorney Nunn stated that the
Council has been given copies of a purchase and sale agreement and if the Council recalls during the

June 9th meeting the proposal was presented concerning a piece ofproperty at the City s present landfill
site located on Jeff Davis where there is a substation located between the landfill and the railroad track
which Alabama Power has expressed an interest in around aboutan acre of land northeast of the landfill
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Attorney Nunn stated that the Council voted and approved the transfer of this land for 2 000 00 and as
an attachment to this agreement it was agreed to speak to Alabama Power as it relates to clearing off a
little bit more of that property and a meeting is being scheduled to obtain a clear understanding of what
this involves Attorney Nunn further stated that this agreement outlines the details of this transaction
and gives them the right to enter the property to do an inspection any type of environment study
necessary and that they will close on the property prior to December 31 2008 Attorney Nunnstated that
this does not take another vote of the Council Councilwoman Crenshaw stated she will take picturesbefore and after and she will update the Council on what they decide to do

E Police Officer Patrol Agreement Following presentation of this item by AttorneyNunn Councilman Cain stated that the Council cannot vote on this item because it was not discussed in
the Thursday and needs to be carried over to the next Council meeting President Evans concurred

F Alcoholic Beverage License BAMA Budweiser Inc Attorney Nunn stated that the
next item is an alcoholic beverage license for BAMA Budweiser of Selma Inc located at 112 CraigIndustrial Park and this item wasplaced on first reading at the last Council meeting A motion wasmade
by Councilman Cain and seconded by Councilman Randolph to approve the said alcoholic beveragelicense A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed with a majority vote of the Council There
were seven affirmative votes and two abstentions Councilman Williamson and Councilwoman
Venter abstained from voting

G Resolution R20107 08 Demolition of Dangerous Building Attorney Nunn
stated that the Council has been given copies of a resolution whereas it has been reported by Code
Enforcement Officer Darryl Moore has reported that there are conditions within certain properties within
the City of Selma which have been classified as dangerous and or nuisance within the meaning of
6 101 as per said resolution A motion was made by Councilman Leashore and seconded byCouncilwoman Martin to approve the said resolution for the demolition of the stated properties The
motion carried with a unanimous show ofhands vote of the Council

H Ordinance 010707 08 Rules and Procedures of the Council Attorney Nunn
stated that in February 2008 if the Council recalls the said ordinance wasamended concerning the rules
and procedures of the City Council and the Council has requested a copy of the same Attorney Nunn
stated that this was discussed during work session and a copy has also been given to the Chief of Police
William Riley

I Prohibited Signs on Streets and Sidewalks Section683 Attorney Nunn stated that
the Council has been given copies of the requested information in Section 6 83 of the Code ofAlabama
dealing with signs posters or political being attached on property Attorney Nunn read an excerpt of the
said Code

J Demolition Bid Water Avenue Attorney Nunn stated that he would like to ask Ms
Charlotte Griffeth Planning Development Director to come forward to address the Council Ms
Griffeth addressed the Council stating that she wanted to bring to the Council s attention that bids for the
Water Avenue Demolition project would be opened on Thursday June 26 2008 and she realizes that it is
four days past this date but she would like to ask if it would the wish of the Council to award the
contract for the contractor to begin demolition at a reconvened meeting of the Council on June 30th after
the bid has been certified Following discussion a motion was made by Councilwoman Martin and
seconded by Councilman Leashore to approve giving President Evans the authorization to move forward
with approving the award of the contract and have the Council ratify and affirm at the next Council
meeting The motion carried with a unanimous show ofhands vote ofthe Council

K Prohibited Parking Section 21 195 Attorney Nunn stated that the Council has also
been given copies of the additional requested information in Section 21 195 of the Code of Alabama

dealing with prohibited parking Attorney Nunn also read an excerpt of this said Code

1 Compensation of Absentee Election Manager Attorney Nunn stated that on

Thursday evening if the Council recalls it was mentioned very briefly as it relates to 17 11 14

compensation of the absentee election manager Attorney Nunn stated that this is a new law adopted in
2006 which states that the county commission or the municipal governing body of the municipalities
when there is an election that the City Clerk shall be paid for his her services but such compensation
shall be at least 50 00 per day Attorney Nunn stated that this compensation is 36 days out from the day
of theelection Attorney Nunn stated thathe will make note that during the past election this law was in
effect and the City Clerk did not get paid for the previous election which would have been the Special
election the Bond election in February During discussion Attorney Nunn read excerpts of the Code
Councilman Randolph asked Attorney Nunn if he stated that the manager was entitled to this money
during the last election Attorney Nunn stated yes but she is not coming forward on that just from this
day forward Councilman Randolph stated that ifshe is entitled to it then she should get it and asked
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what does the Council have to do to pay since it is the law President Evans stated that at 50 00 per day
that is roughly 1 800 00 and further asked for a motion for this item to be place on first reading A
motion was then made by Councilwoman Crenshaw and seconded by Councilman Leashore to place this
ordinance on first reading and to be revised for 50 00 per day A roll call vote was taken and the
motion passed with a unanimous vote ofthe Council

M Resolution Appointment of Disinterested Person to Perform Duties of the

Mayor Attorney Nunn stated that during Thursday night s meeting two resolutions were prepared one

as it relates to meeting the needs of 1146 36 as it relates to the mayor as a candidate for the election the

City Council must appoint a disinterested person to perform the duties within 1146 36 Attorney
Nunn stated that following discussion at Thursday night s meeting it was requested by the City Council
that he seek an Attorney Generals Opinion and an Ethics Commission Opinion concerning the same

Attorney Nunn stated that the Council wasupdated on what the Alabama League of Municipalities have
said and what they have said is that it is their recommendation that the City seek and AGs opinion and
an Ethics opinion prior to election day Attorney Nunn further stated that a draft opinion has been

prepared to the Honorable Troy King and copies have been distributed to the Council which he read

excerpts from and discussed statutory laws Following a very lengthy discussion a motion wasmade by
Councilman Leashore and seconded by Councilwoman Venter to leave the City Clerk alone and allow
her to do her job as per statutory law A roll call vote was taken and the motion failed for lack of a

majority vote of the Council There were four affirmative votes four nay votes and one abstention
President Evans Councilman Williamson Councilman Cain and Councilwoman Allen each cast a nay
vote Councilwoman Martin abstained from voting Following further discussion a motion was then
made by Councilwoman Allen and seconded by Councilman Williamson to proceed with seeking an

AG s Opinion with amended language for clarification An amended motion was made by Councilman
Cain to include further language however this motion failed for lack of a second Another amended
motion was made by Councilman Leashore and seconded by Councilwoman Crenshaw to discontinue

seeking an opinion for the AGs Office per the prepared letter The motion failed for lack of a majority
vote of the Council There were four affirmative votes and five nay votes President Evans
Councilman Williamson Councilman Cain Councilwoman Martin and Councilwoman Allen each
cast a nay vote A roll call vote was taken on the motion made by Councilwoman Allen and the
motion passed with a majority vote of the Council There were five affirmative votes and four nay
votes Councilman Randolph Councilman Leashore Councilwoman Crenshaw and Councilwoman
Venter each cast a nay vote Attorney Nunn asked if the Council also wanted him to seek an opinion
from the Ethics Commission The Council concurred A motion was made by Councilwoman Allen and
seconded by Councilman Williamson to also seek an opinion from the Ethics Commission regarding the
Probate Judge s proposed management on Election Day The motion carried with a unanimous vote of
the Council

BUSINESS ITEMS

I LEITER FROM DR KIRIT CHAPATWALA

President Evans stated that the Council is still awaiting a response from him and when he spoke
to him he indicated that he would get with the Council at some point and time and until that time we

will wait and of course you know the Mayor said he would turn the letter over to the FBI and we will
wait to hear from that at the appropriate time as well

II NOISE ORDINANCE

President Evans stated that the Council received a report on this item at the last meeting

III GOOD SAMARITAN LEASFlSUB LEASE AGREEMENT AND INCOMFEXPENSE
REPORT

President Evans stated this item is continued

IV SELMA WATER WORKS AND SEWER BOARD UPDATES

President Evans asked Councilman Leashore who is also Chairman of the Water Board is there

any updates for the citizens to know about President Evans stated thathe is referring to water bills and

anything the Water Board is doing that the citizens need to know about Councilman Leashore stated
that a copy of the water quality report is in a copy of the water quality report A brief discussion
followed
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V SEWER PROBLEMSfRAFFIC LIGHTS GRASS CUTTING SCHEDULE

Councilman Cain stated that they were supposed to meet with the Public Works General
Services Committee and thismeeting has not taken place yet Councilwoman Venter stated that anything
to be known regarding Public Works will be discussed at a meeting onnext week

VI PERSONNEL MANUAL

President Evans stated that the Council has been given copies of the personnel manual and asked
if there are any comments at this point Councilman Cain asked if this could be placed in Council
committee for review and questions President Evans stated that if there are questions regarding the
manual that the Council should put them in writing or take it to Ms Val Jones

VII RESOLUTION R18807 08 BUILDING REPAIRS

Councilwoman Allen stated that the Public Safety Committee met on Friday June 20th at 5 30

p m and at that meeting the agenda items and action taken are as per the attached minutes of the

meeting Councilwoman Allen stated the committee was asked to make a recommendation and the
recommendation is that resolution R188 07 08 is amended to only include the use of funds for the
immediate repairs to the public safety building that has the leaking roof and an itemized detailed costs of
the analysis by qualified entity and the needed equipment should be given to the entire Council A
motion was made by Councilwoman Allen and seconded by Councilman Cain to approve the same

Councilman Leashore asked if there were multiple buildings in this resolution President Evans stated
that this resolution was referred to the committee Councilwoman Crenshaw stated that she would not
vote for the resolution until it is placed before her in written form Following further discussion a roll
call vote was taken and the motion passed with a majority vote of the Council members present
There were five affirmative votes and three nay votes Councilman Leashore Councilwoman
Crenshaw and Councilwoman Venter each cast a nay vote Councilman Randolph was absent from
the chambers when this vote was taken however when he returned he cast a yes vote

VIII COUNCILMAN REID CAIN S COURT CASE

President Evans stated that the judge has ruled that CouncilmanCain was found not guilty of the

charges alleged against him on the night of August 13th

IX CONSERVATION OF GASOLINE

Councilwoman Martin stated she would like to continue this item until the next Council meeting

X REMOVING COUNCIL MEMBERS FROM SELMA WATER WORKS SEWER BOARD
ORDINANCE

Councilman Williamson stated that he has asked Attorney Nunn to draft a resolution by the next
Council meeting or the last meeting in July so that when the present terms expire that no more Council
members would serve on the Water Board

XI DISCIPLINE FOR POLICE OFFICERS HOLLMAN GORDON HEARING

President Evans stated that this case was thrown out and he believes Attorney Nunn has a

memo pertaining to why the case was thrown out

XII JULY 4TH JULY

Following a brief discussion a motion was made by Councilman Williamson to give city
employees July 3rd off the motion died for lack of a second

XIII TECHNOLOGY FOR THE MAGISTRATE S OFFICE

Councilman Williamson stated that it is his understanding that the money approved for the
Police Department does not include the Magistrate s Office for technology Ms Rudolph stated that Mr
Bruce Williams is currently looking into this issue

XIV UPCOMING CITY GOVERNMENT MEETINGS COMMITTEE MEETINGS
CONFERENCES

President Evans stated that there are none at this time



PAGE 7 OF 7

SELMA CITY COUNCIL MEETING

JUNE 23 2008

5 00 P M

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

RECREATION COMMITTEE Councilman Reid Cain Chairperson

Councilman Cain stated that he would like to acknowledge Jai Miller s going into Professional Baseball

recently and this is very good for Selma Alabama He stated he would like to also mention the

wonderful event on Friday night which is the Southside and Selma High reunion basketball game

sponsored by the Freedom Foundation

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE Councilman Dr Cecil Williamson Chairperson

No Report

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE Councilwoman Dr Geraldine Allen Chairperson

Report Attached

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE Councilwoman Bennie RuthCrenshaw Chairperson

No Report

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE Councilwoman Tannie Venter Chairperson

Report Attached

DISCRETIONARY FUNDS COMMITTEE President George Evans Chairperson

PresidentEvans for Mr Crum is in the amount of 1 000 00

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion was made by Councilwoman Venter and seconded by Councilman Leashore to recess into

Executive Session per the request of the City Attorney Jimmy Nurm for approximately 10 minutes at 9 35

p m to discuss pending litigation against the City of Selma The motion carried with a unanimous

show ofhands vote ofthe Council

Following executive session a motion was made by Councilwoman Martin and seconded by
Councilwoman Allen to reconvene into the regular meeting at 9 51 p m The motion carried with a

unanimous show ofhands vote ofthe Council

A motion was then made by Councilwoman Martin and seconded by Councilman Leashore to accept the

mediation agreement concerning Linda Faye Goldston vs City of Selma A roll call vote was taken and

the motion passed with a unanimous vote ofthe Council

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Council a motion was made by Councilman

Williamson and seconded by Councilman Cain to adjourn and by unanimous consent of the Council

this meeting adjourned at 9 52 p m

Sidmt

ATTEST APPROVED

00 J
LOIS WILLIAMS City Clerk


